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allow the Syrian 'moderate' politicians to draw up a constitution.
A draft was produced in 1928, but the High Commissioner ob-
jected to certain articles deemed to infringe the rights of France,
and one which insisted on the political unity of Greater Syria.
After many attempts to reach a compromise, the High Com-
missioner dissolved the Assembly in 1930, promulgating a con-
stitution by his own act. Elections under this constitution were
held in 1932, and negotiations begun for a Franco-Syrian Treaty
modelled on the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of 1930. But again no com-
promise could be found between French interests and the national-
ist demands for a limitation in time and location on the French
garrison and the inclusion in Syria of the governments of the Jebel
Druze and Latakia; and again in 1934 the High Commissioner
suspended the Chamber of Deputies sine die.
In 1936, after nationalist disorders causing sixty deaths had ex-
torted from the French permission to send a deputation to Paris,
the Front Populaire government came Into power in France and
immediately showed a more sympathetic attitude towards the
Syrian demands, with the result that agreement was reached 011 a
Draft Treaty closely modelled on the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty. It was
to last for twenty-five years. There would be a close alliance
between France and Syria, and France would support the admission
of Syria to the League of Nations. The governments of Jebel
Druze and Latakia would be annexed to Syria, but have special
administrations. France would have two air-bases, and maintain
troops in the districts of Jebel Druze and Latakia for five years.
Syria would provide all facilities required by the French forces.
France would be represented by an ambassador taking precedence
over the representatives of all other powers. The existing monetary
parity between the two countries would be maintained, and Syria
would normally recruit foreign advisers and officials from France.
A similar draft treaty was agreed between France and the more
compliant Lebanon, the main difference being that no limitations
were placed on the size or locations of the French forces there.
A government of the National Bloc party was elected in Syria,
and exiled nationalists returned. It seemed as if the country were
entering upon a new period of national construction under leaders
whose patriotic energy had only been strengthened by disappoint-
ment, imprisonment and long years of exile ... but the next two
years saw the collapse of these hopes/ The Turkish government,